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The Nestlé Children’s  
Book Prize Gold Award winners 

 

The Nestlé Children’s Book Prize (formerly the Smarties Prize) was one of the UK’s 
longest running prizes and helped to launch the careers of many of today’s top 
children’s writers. The Nestlé Children’s Book Prize was last awarded in 2007 and is 
no longer running but listed are the winners from 2000-2007 

 
2007 Winners 
 

                               
 

Age   9 –11                   Age   6 – 8                             Age  0 – 5 
 

         2007 
         9–11 years category: Shadow Forest by Matt Haig (Bodley Head) 

6–8 years category: Ottoline and the Yellow Cat by Chris Riddell (Macmillan 
Children's Books) 
0–5 years category: When a Monster is Born by Sean Taylor and Nick Sharratt 
(Orchard Books) 

 
 

2006 
9–11 years category: The Diamond of Drury Lane by Julia Golding (Egmont 
Press) 
6–8 years category: Mouse Noses on Toast by Daren King (Faber and Faber) 
0–5 years category: That Rabbit Belongs to Emily Brown by Cressida Cowell & 
Neal Layton (Orchard Books) 
 
2005 
9–11 years category: I, Coriander by Sally Gardner (Orion) 
6–8 years category: The Whisperer by Nick Butterworth (HarperCollins) 
0–5 years category: Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers (HarperCollins) 
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         2004

 

 
9–11 years category: Spilled Water by Sally Grindley (Bloomsbury Publishing) 
6–8 years category: Fergus Crane by Paul Stewart and Chris Riddell 
(Doubleday) 
0–5 years category: Biscuit Bear by Mini Grey (Cape) 
 

2003 
9–11 years category: The Fire-Eaters by David Almond (Hodder Children's 
Books) 
6–8 years category: Varjak Paw by S. F. Said, illustrated by Dave McKean 
(David Fickling Books) 
0–5 years category: The Witch's Children and the Queen by Ursula Jones, 
illustrated by Russell Ayto (Orchard Books) 
 
2002

 

 
9–11 years category: Mortal Engines by Philip Reeve (Scholastic) 
6–8 years category: That Pesky Rat by Lauren Child (Orchard Books) 
0–5 years category: Jazzy in the Jungle by Lucy Cousins (Walker Books) 
       

2001

 

 
9–11 years category: Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson (Macmillan) 
6–8 years category: The Shrimp by Emily Smith (Young Corgi) 
0–5 years category: Chimp and Zee by Catherine and Laurence Anholt 
(Frances Lincoln) 
 

          9–11 years category: The Wind Singer by William Nicholson (Mammoth) 
2000 

          6–8 years category: Lizzie Zipmouth by Jacqueline Wilson, illustrated by Nick 
Sharratt (Young Corgi) 

          0–5 years category: Max by Bob Graham (Walker Books) 
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Blue Peter Book Awards 
 

2012 The Considine Curse by Gareth P Jones (Bloomsbury) 

2011 Dead Man's Cove by Lauren St John (Orion Children's Books) 

2010 Frozen in Time by Ali Sparkes (Oxford University Press) 

2009 Shadow Forest by Matt Haig (Corgi Children's) 

2008 Prize didn't run 

2007 The Outlaw Varjak Paw by S. F. Said, illustrated by Dave McKean (David 

Fickling Books) 

2006 Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers (HarperCollins) 

2005 Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo (Collins) 

2004 Man on the Moon by Simon Bartram (Templar) 

2003 Mortal Engines by Philip Reeve (Scholastic) 

2002 Feather Boy by Nicky Singer (Collins) 

2001 The Wind Singer by William Nicholson (Egmont) 

2000 A Pilgrim's Progress retold by Geraldine McCaughrean, illustrated by Jason 

Cockcroft (Hodder) 
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Book Awards 2012 

 
 
My Big Shouting Day 

Rebecca Patterson 
Winner of the Roald Dahl Funny Prize 2012 - aged six and under.   

         Bella's biscuit is broken, she has a hurting foot and ballet is too itchy for 
words. All she can do is shout! 
 

 
 
What's Up with Jody Barton? 

Hayley Long 
Shortlisted for the Costa Children's Book Award 2012  

         Me and my sister are twins. She's Jolene and I'm Jody. We've both got brown 
hair, we're both left-handed and we both have these weirdly long little toes 
which make us look alike. 

 

 
 
The Seeing 

Diana Hendry 
Shortlisted for the Costa Children's Book Awards 2012  

         When wild, dangerous, break-all-the-rules Natalie arrives in the quiet town of 
Norton, thirteen-year-old Lizzie is drawn irresistibly to the new girl from the 
wrong side of the tracks. 

         11+ readers | 14+ readers  
 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8179/My-Big-Shouting-Day-by-Rebecca-Patterson.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/3245/Rebecca-Patterson.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8294/What-s-Up-with-Jody-Barton--by-Hayley-Long.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/3275/Hayley-Long.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8293/The-Seeing-by-Diana-Hendry.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/3274/Diana-Hendry.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/12�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/14�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8179/My-Big-Shouting-Day-by-Rebecca-Patterson.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8294/What-s-Up-with-Jody-Barton--by-Hayley-Long.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8293/The-Seeing-by-Diana-Hendry.html�
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A Boy and a Bear in a Boat 

Dave Shelton 
Shortlisted for the Costa Children's Book Awards 2012 

         A boy and a bear go to sea. Will the Harriet, their trusted vessel, withstand the 
violent lashings of the salty waves? And will anyone ever answer their 
message in a bottle? 
7+ readers  
 

 

 
 
The Pirates Next Door 

Jonny Duddle 
Shortlisted for the Roald Dahl Funny Prize 2012 and Shortlisted for 
the National Book Tokens Children’s Book of the Year 2012  

         When the Jolley Rogers arrive at Dull-on-sea, a quiet seaside town, the pirate 
family ruffle the feathers of their neighbours 
5+ readers  
 

 

 
 
Pirates Love Underpants 

Claire Freedman 
Shortlisted for the National Book Tokens Children’s Book of the Year 2012  
‘Pants ahoy!’ in this hilarious new adventure by the best-selling author 
/illustrator duo of Aliens Love Underpants. Armed with a map, the pirate 
captain and his crew are off. 
3+ readers | 5+ readers 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7227/A-Boy-and-a-Bear-in-a-Boat-by-Dave-Shelton.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/2467/Dave-Shelton.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/7�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8180/The-Pirates-Next-Door-by-Jonny-Duddle.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/3246/Jonny-Duddle.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/5�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8112/Pirates-Love-Underpants-by-Claire-Freedman.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/1424/Claire-Freedman.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/0�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/5�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7227/A-Boy-and-a-Bear-in-a-Boat-by-Dave-Shelton.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8180/The-Pirates-Next-Door-by-Jonny-Duddle.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8112/Pirates-Love-Underpants-by-Claire-Freedman.html�
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A Hen in the Wardrobe 

Wendy Meddour 
One of Julia Eccleshare’s Stand-out Children’s Book of the Year 2012 and 
Shortlisted for the Muslim Writer’s Award 2011. 

         Witty and warm-hearted, this is a delightful family story spiced with adventure. 
Everything is distinctly not normal in Ramzi’s house 
7+ readers | 9+ readers  
 
 

 

 
 
Ratburger 

David Walliams 
Winner of the National Book Tokens Children’s Book of the Year 2012  

         Best-selling author David Williams has come up with another cracker of a 
story in Ratburger.  
11+ readers | 9+ readers  
 

 
 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7234/A-Hen-in-the-Wardrobe-by-Wendy-Meddour.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/3011/Wendy-Meddour.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/7�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/9�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8118/Ratburger-by-David-Walliams.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/2138/David-Walliams.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/12�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/9�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7234/A-Hen-in-the-Wardrobe-by-Wendy-Meddour.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8118/Ratburger-by-David-Walliams.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8073/Maggot-Moon-by-Sally-Gardner.html�
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Maggot Moon 
Sally Gardner 
Shortlisted for the Children's Costa Award 2012.  

         Sally Gardner tells a story that is rich in drama and ideas  
          14+ readers  

 

 
 
Bullet Boys 

Ally Kennen 
Shortlisted for the 2012 Guardian children's fiction prize and One of Julia 
Eccleshare’s Stand-out Children’s Book of the Year 2012  

         An outstanding book for all teen readers, Bullet Boys is a gripping, desperate 
story about boys, girls and guns. 
14+ readers  
 
  

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8073/Maggot-Moon-by-Sally-Gardner.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/966/Sally-Gardner.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/14�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7171/Bullet-Boys-by-Ally-Kennen.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/1179/Ally-Kennen.html�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/14�
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/7171/Bullet-Boys-by-Ally-Kennen.html�
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Roald Dahl Funny Prize 2012 
 

 

 

 

A book about a dark lord who unwillingly inhabits the body of a chubby teenager has 
cast its evil spell over this year’s Roald Dahl Funny Prize judges. Dark Lord: 
Teenage Years by Brighton-based games developer Jamie Thomson, conquered 
competition from books by David Walliams and Olympics Ceremony scriptwriter and 
award-winning author Frank Cottrell Boyce to seize the winners prize for the funniest 
book for children aged seven to fourteen. The book, which centres on the trials of 
Dirk Lloyd in his bid to be taken seriously as an evil force on Earth and to return 
home to his reign of terror, is the first of a new series by Thomson and the first book 
for illustration undergraduate Freya Hartas. 
  
 

 

Equally terrifying is a book about a toddler terrorising her mother and everybody 
around her with her tantrums. My Big Shouting Day by Cambridge based 
author/illustrator Rebecca Patterson has stomped its way to victory in the six and 
under category, beating award-winning illustrators, including Oliver Jeffers. Parents 
up and down the country will find much to laugh (and perhaps cry) about in this book 
which finds its humour in the terrible twos. The book follows Bella, a toddler who is 
having a particularly bad day, finding something to shout about in every activity. 

 

 

 
  
 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/8179/My-Big-Shouting-Day-by-Rebecca-Patterson.html�
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